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CC Connections

You’ll see some new faces around the 
church and in the school these days, 
keeping the place clean and in working 

order.
With the 
resignation of 
facility manager 
Mike Allen, 
who left to 
pursue other 
ventures, the 
pastoral council 
and Fr. Carl 
looked for a 
replacement. 
When no 

applications came in from anyone 
interested in a full-time position, a way 
to split the duties was devised.

Ahnapee Hill Cleaning Services has 
been contracted to be on the premises 
11 a.m. to 7 p.m. to handle cleaning for 
the church and school and to lock up 
after most late afternoon-early evening 
activities. The business is owned by 
members of our parish, John and Cindy 
Hill.

For maintenance and repairs, Clay 
Recupero, 58, was hired, and will be on 
the premises 7-11 a.m. Monday through 
Friday. He is a retired police officer 
who also has experience in church 
maintenance in 
Connecticut, where 
he and his wife 
Karen lived until 5 
years ago. 

Clay said his 
sister summered in 

this area, and his parents retired here.
“We visited now and then, and it 

looked like a good place for us to retire, 
too,” Clay said. 

They first bought a small farm in the 
Brussels area, but moved to Sturgeon 
Bay about a year ago. They have a son 

who lives in Nasawaupee, and another 
son in Connecticut. 

Both Ahnapee Hill Cleaning Services 
and Clay report directly to Russ Cross, 
who oversees the facilities department 
on a volunteer basis for the parish.

New faces for church, school upkeep

Ground broken for prayer garden
  Parishioners from Corpus Christi and elsewhere 
gathered May 3 to watch the ground breaking for the Fr. 
Anthony Birdsall Prayer and Reflection Garden. Fr. Carl 
and Fr. Tony manned the “golden” shovels, which later 
had commemorative plaques mounted on them as 
keepsakes. Both priests carried holy water around the 
perimeter of the future garden, blessing it  for God’s use. 
Some of the St. John Bosco students were present for the 
memorable event.
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Parish Council Notes
With the feast of Pentecost not far behind us, I’m reminded 

of the power of the Holy Spirit as many parishioners are called 
to be involved with the many ministries throughout Corpus 
Christi Parish. We are very grateful for their time and talent as 
so many activities depend upon their efforts. Thank you for all 
you do!

 Speaking of involvement, your Pastoral Council will 
reorganize at our July meeting. We thank Chuck Wagner and 
Joe Innis for their many years of service to the parish. During 
reorganization, new members are seated and the council 
discusses goals and objectives for the upcoming church year. 

Please keep the members of the council in your prayers as we 
look to the Holy Spirit for guidance throughout the year.

Did you happen to attend the Fr. Tony Birdsall Prayer and 
Reflection Garden groundbreaking on May 3? We are excited 
to begin the construction of the garden which will provide a 
wonderful setting for some quiet and reflective time as you 
move throughout the garden. We are grateful for the many 
donations and positive comments we have received concerning 
the garden and look forward to the dedication in early August.

Please keep Saturday, Sept. 10, open to join us as we 
celebrate our 2nd annual Fall Festival in the social hall. Much 
like last year, the celebration will include arts and crafts, silent 
auction, dinner, and the 50/50 raffle, along with a special 
surprise! Information concerning the Fall Festival will be 
coming soon. 

Pentecost is a time to acknowledge that the Holy Spirit may 
be calling you to live your faith through active participation 
within your parish. Many have been called! May we count on 
you?

  Have a great summer!

Bill Sauvé
Pastoral council president

Terie Johnson is the new president of St. Ann’s Society, 
the women’s organization at Corpus Christi where faith is 
shared and funds are raised to help take care of parish 
needs.

 
She was installed as president at the May potluck 

meeting, and takes over for Joanne Guilette, who just 
finished two terms as president. Kay Corcoran was also 
installed as the new treasurer.

Terie, a retired teacher, and her husband Orv moved to 
Sturgeon Bay from Kenosha just last year. She said she 
was very involved in her former parish, and joined St. 
Ann’s as a way to start being an active participant in 
parish life here.

“Faith is very important to me, and I joined St. Ann’s to 
find a nice group of ladies with whom I could share 
faith,” she said.

As president, Terie will oversee St. Ann’s fundraisers, 
social events, and faith-life among its members. But she 
said she’d also like to add a new focus to the monthly 
meetings.

“It’s the Year of Mercy, and I’d like to get us involved 
in the corporal and 
spiritual works of mercy 
a little more, among 
ourselves, and even with 
the rest of the parish,” 
she said. 

It’s very likely 
brainstorming sessions 
will follow, so stay tuned 
to what the St. Ann’s 
ladies bring forward 
under Terie’s leadership.

Meet Terie Johnson

Meet your council
Name: Jacob Schartner
Age: 21
Employer: Schartner 
Implement, Inc.
Council Position: Liaison 
to Youth Ministries
Contact: 

jcbschart@sbcglobal.net

mailto:jcbschart@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jcbschart@sbcglobal.net
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What’s new?
Nothing in life stays the same, and that’s true for parish life, 

too. Here’s a rundown on what’s new at Corpus Christi.
• After 12 years as a deacon, Deacon Ray Ambrosius has 

decided to take a leave from active ministry for five months so 
he can nourish his own spirituality, spend more time in prayer, 
read Scripture and good spiritual books, attend retreats and 
receive spiritual direction. “I will remain a deacon, but will not 
be active in any of the ministries I’ve been involved in,” he 
said. We pray this will be a fulfilling 
time for Deacon Ray.

• Zach Weber will be back at 
Corpus Christi this summer, this time 
as a deacon. He spent 2or 3 months 
here last year shadowing Fr. Carl and 
getting a closer look at priestly 
ministry. He was ordained a 
transitional deacon on May 22, so we 
may see him at the ambo now and 
then, giving homilies during the 
Sunday and weekday Masses. With 
God’s blessings, he hopes to be 
ordained as a priest in 2017. Welcome 
back, Deacon Zach!

• The office continues to close Monday through Thursday 
from 1:30-2 p.m. This has been the policy for a few months. Fr. 
Carl said the half-hour closure allows administrative 
coordinator Tina Lauder-Boucher time to run errands (like 
picking up the bulletin from the printer each week), or to get 
some uninterrupted time to work on jobs that require 
concentration. Anyone who stops at the office knows what a 
busy, distracting place it can be!

• Scrip continues to be sold before and after Masses, but is 
available at the parish office only on Thursdays, 11:30 a.m.-1 
p.m. This change is to keep the program compliant with federal 
tax-exempt guidelines. As a fund-raising program, 85 percent 
of it must be run by volunteers, not paid staff. It will be a 
volunteer selling the scrip on those Thursdays.

• A new brochure rack has spruced up the look of the 
vestibule while taking much less space than the old rack did. 
The beautiful wood matches that of the cabinet used for the 
hearing-assist devices. However, anything to be placed in the 
rack or on the bulletin board must first be brought to the office 
for approval. Fr. Carl would like to review the materials, and 
have a contact person for them.

• Sometimes the mark of an active parish is a very busy 
vestibule on weekends. While the intended use of the space is 

first and foremost a gathering 
place for welcoming 
parishioners and guests, it is 
necessarily a space for 
advertising or informing 
everyone of events, too. To 
keep things from becoming 
crowded and disorderly, and 
to assure equal opportunity 
for all events and 

organizations, a policy has been approved by the Pastoral 
Council and Fr. Carl as to how many groups can be represented 
at any one time, and the appropriate time to be scheduled. Tina  
has been given the duties of reviewing and approving all 
requests for access to the vestibule. Call Tina (743-4716) well 
in advance of your event date. The policy is available at the 
office.

• Our social hall is also a busy place, being used for 
meetings, social events, and school activities. It should never 
be assumed that the hall is automatically available to whoever 
needs it. Tina will coordinate and schedule all events for the 
social hall, so contact her early when you have an event in the 
works.

• St. John Bosco is growing, and that’s a good thing! But it 
also creates a need for more classroom space. As a result, the 
school library has been moved to the big meeting room on the 
first floor of the parish office. 
Groups who have used that room 
for meetings can meet in the 
room upstairs or in the social 
hall. Occasionally, other 
accommodations can be 
provided. Tina in the office will 
help you decide where is the best 
place to meet and when it’s 
available.

• The Ahnapee Hill Cleaning Services vehicles are now a 
familiar sight in the parking lot, and there’s a new face in the 
halls. See p. 1 for details about new cleaning and 
maintenance providers. 

Connecting with CC Life

We need your prayers
We hear a lot about the New Evangelization these 

days, which means making Christ and the Church come 
alive for people who are already Catholic. Weʼre each 
called to do our part, but we admit that sometimes itʼs 

hardest to reach the people who are 
closest to us.
Thatʼs why we have the Coming Home 
Basket in the front of the church, near 
Maryʼs altar. Paper and pencils are 
available for you to jot down the names of 

friends or family members who have wandered away 
from the practice of their faith. Giving them to God 
through prayer is the most powerful thing we can do.

But that means the rest of us have a job to do: PRAY 
for those names that are in the basket. How about 
deciding right now to say one Hail Mary every day for 
the intentions of those people whose names are in the 
basket. Some day, when we all meet in heaven, theyʼll 
thank you!
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Sometimes people get so involved 
with observing--or ignoring--the 
“laws of the church” that they forget 
why those laws are there: to 
encourage us to live and nurture our 
life with a God who is passionately in 
love with us, and who wants our love 
in return.

We’ve just finished celebrating the 
long Easter season, and observed the 
succeeding three special Sundays of 
Pentecost, Holy Trinity and Corpus 
Christi. Now we’re in Ordinary Time, 
which simply means we’re counting 
the Sundays until the next big 
liturgical season, Advent. (Ordinary 
comes from ordinal, which means 
“numbers.”)

But does that mean our life with 
God now becomes “ordinary,” that 
we can set aside our Christmas and 
Easter fervor and forget about God 
during our busy summer months? 
Hopefully, none of us wants to set 
aside the God who wants nothing 
more than to be part of our lives, and 
to share his life with us--just like any 
two people who are in love.

One good way to keep that love 
alive is to focus on the themes or 
devotions of each of the summer 
months, devotions proposed by the 
Church and which all point to various 
aspects of God’s love for us.

June is the month of the Sacred 
Heart. A devotion long practiced 
privately, it was officially approved in 

the 1800s. The 
image of Jesus’ 
heart, wrapped 
in thorns with a 
flame of love 
burning above 
it, is a symbol of 
Jesus’ love just 
as are the heart-
shaped 
valentines on 

Valentine’s Day a symbol of romantic 
love. St. Margaret Mary Alacoque 
was first shown this image of Divine 
love when Jesus appeared to her, 
beginning in 1673. He told her, “Look 
at this Heart which has loved men so 
much, and yet men do not want to 
love Me in return." 

Devotion to the Sacred Heart 
encourages participation in Holy 
Hour Eucharistic Adoration and to 
receive Holy Communion on the first 
Friday of every month. Read more 
about the Sacred Heart at http://
catholictradition.org/Two-Hearts/
devotion12.htm.

July is the month dedicated to the 
Precious Blood of Our Lord; the 
Feast of the Precious Blood is the first 
Sunday of the month. There’s no 
getting around the fact that blood was 
shed when Jesus died on the cross, 
and although it may not be a “pretty” 
image, it indicates what Jesus was 
willing to do because He loved us so 
much. We celebrate that blood, that 
sacrifice, of Christ every time we go 
to Mass and receive all of Jesus--his 
body, blood, soul and divinity--at 
Communion. Every Mass is a 
meeting of friends.

The month of August is 
dedicated to the Blessed 
Sacrament, and increased adoration 
of the Eucharist is encouraged. 

Maybe a lot of Catholics are so used 
to the idea of the Blessed Sacrament 
that we 
forget it 
IS 
Jesus. 
He 
agrees 
to 
become 
present, 
even though it’s under the 
appearances of bread and wine, so 
that we can physically touch him. 
Today’s psychology has proven how 
important being touched is to a 
person’s well-being, but Jesus knew 
that 2,000 years ago and made 
arrangements for us to touch him at 
every Mass, and to visit with him in 
the tabernacle any time we stop in to 
a Catholic church.

So, when someone asks you, “how 
did you spend your summer 
vacation?” maybe you could know in 
your heart that you spent time with 
God. You went to Mass on Sundays, 
eager to rendezvous with your dear 
friend Jesus; you popped in to church 
now and then just to sit quietly in his 
Eucharistic presence; and you made 
time to attend the parish Holy Hour 
on the third Tuesday of each month, 
June 21, July 19 and Aug. 16, when 
the Eucharistic is placed on view, 
adored and loved.

Living our very special love affair

Connecting
with

the liturgy

http://catholictradition.org/Two-Hearts/devotion12.htm
http://catholictradition.org/Two-Hearts/devotion12.htm
http://catholictradition.org/Two-Hearts/devotion12.htm
http://catholictradition.org/Two-Hearts/devotion12.htm
http://catholictradition.org/Two-Hearts/devotion12.htm
http://catholictradition.org/Two-Hearts/devotion12.htm
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 Ask Fr. Carl
Q: Is it OK to skip Mass if we’re camping or traveling on vacation?  

A: A couple thoughts on this. I once was asked what a person should do if their family is on a 
cruise ship and they don’t have a Mass on board. I told them to take me along, which they did!  I 
had a great time and had daily Mass on the ship.

My father sang in a quartet with his brothers and was away on weekends quite often. They would 
go “steeple chasing,” as they called it, to find a church and a Mass to go to.  Nowadays it is easy 

to use your phone to look up Catholic churches in the area you are in, or go to www.masstimes.org.  It is a wonderful 
experience to go to different churches and experience how universal our Catholic faith is. It is important to make an effort 
to fulfill your Sunday obligation and give thanks to God for all he has given us. 

(If you have a question for Fr. Carl Schmitt, email him at frcarl@ccparish.net, or mail it to 25 N. Elgin, Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235.)

CC Camera Connections

First Communion
Clockwise from top left: Dominic 
Romero, Anna Dalke and Alanna Paye 
sign the thanksgiving song; Dominic 
Romero receives Jesus while his dad 
Ignacio watches; Marianne Newton of 
St. Josephʼs and Fr. Carl give a flower 
to Andres Rodriguez; Anna Dalke 
points the way in the profession of 
faith.

Joanne Guilette and 
Gene Collins chop 
radishes; & Rachael 
Bartz, Susie Masi and 
Madella Collins make 
c h a r o s e t f o r t h e 
Seder Meal that was 
canceled by a winter 
storm.

Corned Beef and Cabbage Dinner
Michelle LaLuzerne and her brother Adam, and 
Grandma Marilyn Zirbel, with takeout;  Ashley 
and Allison Alberts serve ice cream dessert; 
John Pierzchalski mans the dishwasher.

Leslie Cross, Mary Tlachac, 
Carol Allen, guest speaker 
Sue Johnson, and Elise Denil 
line up for supper at the 
Vicariate VII meeting in May, 
hosted by St. Annʼs.

Above, Annika Olson, 
Ashley Alberts, Anna 
Estes and Madelyn Allen 
are among the talented 
St. John Bosco students 
in the spring production 
of “The Wizard of Oz.”

http://www.masstimes.org
http://www.masstimes.org
mailto:frcarl@ccparish.net
mailto:frcarl@ccparish.net


Parish office:
office@ccparish.net
743-4716
Fr. Carl Schmitt:
frcarl@ccparish.net
Parish Council
Bill Sauvé, president
bill24@charter.net
Adult Faith Formation:
Penny Biwer
pbiwer@hotmaill.com
Bereavement Ministry:
Contact the office
office@ccparish.net
Blgs & Grnds:
Mark Tlachac
mltlachac@gmail.com
Music Ministry:
Brian Fogarty
bffogarty@gmail.com
Edge & Life Teen:
Sarah Gavin
stgavin25@gmail.com
Genesis: (Grades 1-5):
Penny Biwer

pbiwer@hotmail.com
Extra-Ordinary 
Ministers of Eucharist:
Stephanie Reinhardt
746-9279
bsreinhardt@bcglobal.net
Fellowship:
Brenda Pairolero
bmarie@alumni.nmu.edu
Funeral Luncheons:
Joanne Guilette
495-0516
Funeral Volunteers:
Marianne Woods
mwoods421@gmail.com
Greeters:
Bette Sternard
bettes50@charter.net
Lectors:
Dianne Zirbel
743-2260
Prayer Shawl Ministry:
Monica Sawyn
thsunrise@hotmail.com
Scrip:

Tina Stawicki
tstawicki@charter.net
Servers:
Amy Fogarty
amyfogarty@yahoo.com
St. Ann’s Society:
Terie Johnson, president
tpjohnson8@gmail.com
Ushers:
Steve Partyka
party1160@att.net
Worship Committee:
Fr. Carl Schmitt
frcarl@ccparish.net
Health&Wellness Min.
Lynda Ciganik
cletuspunkrocker@gmail.c
om
Technology committee:
Judy Laessig
jlae126@gmail.com
CC Connections:
Monica Sawyn, editor
thsunrise@hotmail.com
743-6479

Young Adult Ministry
Martha Ranek
msklasen@gmail.com
Care Ministry
Patti Hovde
phovde@charter.net
Special Events
  Steering Committee
Bill Sauvé
bill24@charter.net
Knights of Columbus
Steve Partyka
party1160@att.net
St. John Bosco School
Vickie Dassler, principal
vickie.dassler@johnboscos
chool.org

Corpus Christi Congregation
25 N. Elgin Ave.

Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235-2963
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